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Inside this issue: 

In 1995, the parents of two little girls and “young” members of Faith Lutheran Church were tapped on the 
shoulder one afternoon and asked by Pastor Gary Blobaum to step out in faith and become the next Youth 
Directors at Faith Lutheran. At the time we had one four year old and one two year old daughter.  What in 
the world did we know about leading and mentoring high school kids? We prayed about it, talked to our   
parents, family and friends about it, and ultimately committed to this true, “stepping out in faith”.  

Over the last 15 years God has truly blessed the relationships we developed at Faith with young adults. It  
has molded our lives and who we are. It was Faith Lutheran Youth, FLY kids, who first learned we would    
be adding another child to our family. They, too, were some of the first to meet her when she finally           
arrived.  As we and our family grew, our ties to the kids grew and they became our family. Some of these 
young adults now have families of their own. Many continue to be our closest friends. 

We have held the Youth Director position twice, for four years each, while at FLC. Faith grew during those 
early years and eventually we saw and experienced, firsthand, the need for a full time youth leader. We,     
and a group of core parents at Faith, worked to define the position and hire our first full time Youth            
Minister. The change was amazing, though we and other parents could spend our free time to make youth 
ministry a priority, no one person or family could be there like a full time youth minister. The youth              
ministers at Faith have been outstanding instruments in growing our youth program. Through their               
leadership we’ve added mission trips, mimes, recharges and countless recreational and volunteer                           
opportunities. Faith has been blessed by the efforts that no volunteer or group of volunteers can match. 

Faith is now moving toward filling the newly defined Director of Youth and Family Ministries [DYFM for 
short] position. Carolyn and I know what it’s like to live with and without a full time youth leader at Faith. 
During the times we’ve had a strong leader in that position God has blessed the kids that were served 
through their leadership. We’ve witnessed firsthand what it’s like to see a truly relational ministry at work 
through our youth ministers. We see the need this new position fills. The DYFM role will expand the Youth 

Minister position to serve not only high school kids but the young adults 
who grew up in Faith and now have young families of their own. Faith 
Lutheran Youth and their families will hear and see God’s word through 
the completeness from which this position can serve. 

Faith Lutheran will always need volunteers like those two young adults 
asked to serve their church fifteen years ago. No staff position will ever 
replace that. Examine your opportunities to serve, listen for God’s voice, 
and then act. God’s got a plan for you. Make sure you listen when he taps 
you on the shoulder and asks you to step out in faith. 

 

In His Grip!  
Todd & Carolyn Mitchell 



We continue to pray for Jim Lehtinen, Pat 

Kane, Tom Rohr, Jane Wildes, Donna Trumblee, 

Eunice Koeppen, Rose Brady, Marilyn Paulson, 

Helen Hale, Connie Herrington, Annette             

Mohling’s mother, Russ Gerst’s father.  

Popcan Fundraiser: Cub Scout Pack 360 is 

having another popcan and bottle drive on July 

10th at the Marion Hy-Vee. Contact Russ Gerst 

for pickup at the church or from your home.  

Save the Date! On Sunday, August 15th we  

will have our Annual Congregational Worship & 

Picnic at Lowe Park. Start thinking about what 

you would like to bring to the potluck picnic. 

Meat and drink will be provided. More details 

will be coming but be sure to mark down the 

date so you will be sure to join in the faith, fun 

and fellowship. 

Join us on Thursday, July 8th for rolling          

bandages at 10:00 am.  

The fun continues with Games/Social time on 

Thursday, July 15th at 1:00 pm. Bring a snack to 

share and come and join in fellowship and 

friendly competition. No experience necessary.  

Bratfest is coming September 18th. Tickets and 
information available online at faithlutheran.org 
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Worship every week, experience God’s Word 
in Scripture and proclamation, the Means of 
Grace found in the bread and wine, and            
the waters of baptism. Commit to being in 
worship here or as you travel.  

Pray in daily life, around the dinner table, as 
you drive, as you wake and as you sleep.            
Let all of life be a prayer! Commit to praying 
every day. 

Grow in faith. Attend Bible studies, read          
the Bible, invest in your faith, learn spiritual 
practices, invite others to worship. Commit to 
growing in faith every day. 

Give regularly. Be intentional about giving to 
grow God’s Kingdom through Faith Lutheran 
Church. Commit to giving, work toward a goal 
of 10% (Biblical tithe). 

Serve faithfully. Find a ministry and share 

your gifts through serving others. Commit to 

serving this community and its mission to the 

world.  

What:        Pastor Wendell’s 70th birthday 

When:      Sunday, July 18, 1:30-3:30 pm 

Where:     Faith Lutheran Church 

Why:       Because he isn’t getting any  
       younger, he is still breathing and he 
       may even remember your name!  
       Besides, he is a nice guy and it is fun 
       to celebrate. 

How:       Come for dessert and conversation.   

       Please, no gifts.  Cards are                                       
       welcomed and appreciated. 

 

Any questions:  contact Margaret Debner,  
               mwpulpit2@q.com 377-4790 

 

 

 

 

Expectations of Discipleship 

Help Celebrate PW’s big “7-0”! 

Faith L.C.Faith L.C.Faith L.C.Faith L.C.----    

Thank you so much for your amazing  Thank you so much for your amazing  Thank you so much for your amazing  Thank you so much for your amazing  

hospitality. We enjoyed every minute hospitality. We enjoyed every minute hospitality. We enjoyed every minute hospitality. We enjoyed every minute 

spent with you and this community. Both spent with you and this community. Both spent with you and this community. Both spent with you and this community. Both 

meals were great and we truly appreciate meals were great and we truly appreciate meals were great and we truly appreciate meals were great and we truly appreciate 

that you would open your church up to us.that you would open your church up to us.that you would open your church up to us.that you would open your church up to us.    

You will be in our prayers as we continue You will be in our prayers as we continue You will be in our prayers as we continue You will be in our prayers as we continue 

this journey.this journey.this journey.this journey.    

            God Bless,   God Bless,   God Bless,   God Bless,       

            SpokeFolk Iowa 2010SpokeFolk Iowa 2010SpokeFolk Iowa 2010SpokeFolk Iowa 2010    



Faith Lutheran is gearing up for another great 

year of Vacation Bible School. This year’s VBS 

will take place on July 19th—22nd and we are 

looking for more kids and more volunteers!  
 

Baobab Blast is our VBS program this year. 

This is an open invitation to be part of God’s 

Great Get-Together! Set under the impressive 

baobab tree, kids will have the opportunity to 

hear the Word, be amazed at God’s wildlife as 

the sun rises and sets on the savannah their 

faith will grow! The hours for VBS are 9:00 

am—11:30 am. The fee is $15 and includes        

cool keepsakes and a daily snack and drink                 

are provided. 
 

We will also be having a closing program on 

Thursday night at 6:30 pm. Join us for a fun 

evening as the kids share what they’ve learned 

in their fun-filled week of learning about the 

word of God and seeing their faith grow.  

Volunteers are needed in all areas to make 

this week a success. Prayerfully  consider how 

you could help. There are plenty of big and 

small ways to contribute, check out the                        

volunteer sheets by the VBS display for details.  

Contact Traci Berquam at 538.5499 or                      

traciberquam@gmail.com.  
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VBS Needs Kids & YOU! Social Concern Opportunities 
Looking for a way to "pay it forward" 

in a meaningful way? Here's your 

chance...FLC will be participating in a   

program sponsored by the Marion Cares 

organization to provide school supplies         

to local students who are without the            

financial means to buy for 

themselves. Our church 

will buy and stock 20 

backpacks with school 

supplies for the upcoming 

school year. What a great 

way to give back and help  

disadvantaged youth in our community! 

We will need a couple of volunteers to help 

with coordinating our effort, so PLEASE 

see Kerry Koch if you are interested and 

would like to learn more.                            

Own a hammer? FLC will 

also be participating in the 

Habitat for Humanity efforts 

in the local area this summer.           

We now have a date!!! It is  Saturday,      

August 14th from 8:00 am—4:00 pm and 

we are looking for ten people willing to 

volunteer to assist Habitat for Humanity 

on construction of one or more of their 

houses. After the last couple years'               

relocation of people due to flooding, these 

efforts are near & dear to many who have 

benefited from Habitat's work. Just bring     

a sack lunch and come dressed to work! 

Please see Kerry Koch soon if you have an 

interest in volunteering. Other non-

construction volunteer positions are         

available including office volunteers,        

family support partners and house leaders 

that support, organize and facilitate the 

entire operation.  



155 Boyson Road 

Marion, Iowa 52302-9443 

Phone: 319.377.9700 

Fax: 319.373.6001 

Email: secretary@faithlutheran.org 

Website: www.faithlutheran.org 

We are a community of Faith,  

growing in Christ, sharing God’s love. 

 

 

Faith has been serving the Marion-Cedar Rapids area for more than thirty 

years; supporting local ministries such as the Marion Food Bank, Habitat for 

Humanity, and Senior Assistance Programs. We are in partnership with the    

10,657 congregations, 28 Lutheran colleges and universities, 8 seminaries, 450 

global missionaries and one of the largest non-profit social service networks 

in the United States; as well as Lutheran World Relief worldwide. All are minis-

tries of the 5.2 million member Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. 

Faith Lutheran Church Staff 

                  John A. Albertson  Paul M. Amlin                                  

   Senior Pastor Associate Pastor   

                                                        Jen Heinsius        

                                                           Secretary  

          Diane Lehtinen Steve Roggow     

 Choir Director Bell Choir 

Don Schluter 

Custodian 

Faith Lutheran Church Council Members 
 Paul Gibbs Angie Miglia      

 President Director of Worship   

 David Ripley Todd & Carolyn Mitchell      

 Vice President Directors of Youth           

 Lois Yoerger                          

 Secretary Directors of Fellowship  

 Russ Gerst Diane Lehtinen 

 Treasurer Director of Witness   

 Dave Koch James Gardiner                      

 Financial Secretary Director of Facilities 

 Mark Siebenga                                    

 Directors of Adult Nurture    Director of Youth Nurture 

                                                        Kerry Koch                                         

                                                Director of Social Concerns                      

All are welcome and invited to worship at 
Faith Lutheran Church.  
 

 

 

 

Summer Worship  

Saturdays at 5:30 pm 

Sundays at 9:00 am 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Worship Opportunities 

But most of the real work is done by unpaid members of the congregation, 
often without recognition, who see their service as a response to God.  

 


